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SSDI SSI 

Insured Means-Tested 

Working Age and 
Dependents 

Individual Children, 
Adults, Seniors 

Medicare Medicaid 

DI Trust Fund General Revenue 
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Definition of Disability 

Impairment 

Inability to work 
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But my inability to 
work is caused by 
my impairment! 
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Primary Impairments – 2010 Awards 

SSDI Workers SSI Adults SSI Children 

Musculoskeletal 

33% 

Mental Disorders 

41% 

Mental Disorders 

68% 

Mental Disorders 

21% 

Musculoskeletal 

23% 

Musculoskeletal 

<1% 

Circulatory Sys. 

10% 

All Others 

36% 

Circulatory Sys. 

9% 

All Others 

27% 

Circulatory Sys. 

<1% 

All Others 

31% 

Source: SSA Annual Statistical Reports on SSDI and SSI, 20010. 
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Evaluation of Disability 



 

 
CRS-9 

Determination and Appeals Process 

Source: SSA Advisory Board 
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Benefit Formulas 

SSDI 

SSI 

Based on covered earnings 

No reduction for income 

Cash cliff 

Federal Benefit Rate + 

State Supplement – 

Countable Income 

Average Monthly 
Benefit:  

May 2012 

$1,111.17 

$516.00 

(Disabled Workers) 

(Federally Administered) 
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Program Data: May 2012  

Program 
Beneficiaries 
(thousands) 

Total Monthly 
Payments 

(millions of $) 

Average 
Monthly 

Payment ($) 

SSDI 10,805 10,364 959.19 

Disabled Workers 8,707 9,675 1,111.17 

Spouses 165 49 298.11 

Children 1,933 640 330.97 

SSI 8,179 4,504 516.00 

Under 18 1,298 836 615.90 

18-64 4,820 2,811 532.60 

65 and older 2,061 857 414.70 

Source: SSA; Monthly Statistical Snapshot, May 2012.  
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Issues Facing the SSDI and SSI 
Programs 

Solvency and  

Budget 

Administrative 

Backlogs 

Return to Work 

Program  

Integrity 
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For additional information 

Scott Szymendera 

sszymendera@crs.loc.gov 

202-707-0014 

 


